
WHAT TO EXPECT ON A VISIT TO PHILLIPS STATE PRISON 
 
Thank you for agreeing to come to the prison as part of the college-in-prison program, Common Good Atlanta. Phillips 
State Prison is a men’s prison, built in 1988, with about 850 prisoners and 375 staff. Phillips houses people convicted of 
violent offenses and most are serving long sentences. The students in our class deeply appreciate the chance to be 
intellectually challenged and treated as intelligent human beings. You will be reciprocally gratified by the time you spend 
there, as well. This document will help you know what to expect.   
 

1. Preparing for your visit 
Clothing 
Please dress conservatively and modestly: go for the blandest, most professional look possible.  
The students we serve do not have the option to express their personality through their clothing, and the strict 
rules of the prison – by which we must abide if we are to enter – are taken seriously by the staff. Following these 
guidelines will ensure our reputation as a serious, academic program.  
 
For men, business casual, i.e. slacks and a collared shirt, works perfectly. A suit jacket and tie are appreciated, 
but it is often quite hot in the classroom.  
 
For women, loose slacks are preferred over skirts, but if you do wear a skirt, ensure it is mid-calf, loose, and the 
fabric is opaque. Avoid white or light-colored tops. No undergarments should be visible. Well-padded bras are 
necessary. Avoid wearing anything that will call attention to yourself.  
 
What to avoid:  
No denim of any kind (including a denim shirt), no sleeveless shirts, no hats, no scarves, no open-toed shoes, no 
shorts, no leggings, no skinny pants, no clothes with any lettering (a university logo is fine), no sweat pants, no 
hoodies. Nothing form fitting or low cut. If you do wear a skirt or dress, ensure that it is long and loose. Women 
should avoid white or light-colored tops. 
 
What to bring: 
Ensure you have a state-issued ID. Your wallet, phone, briefcase, backpack, purse, and all money must remain 
locked in your car while you are in the prison. 
If you are bringing books or teaching materials, limit them to what you can carry or what you can put in a gallon-
sized Ziploc bag. 
 

2. Arriving at the prison  
The prison is at 2989 W Rock Quarry Road NE, Buford, 30519. It's a straight shot up 85 to Hamilton Mill 
Parkway, then less than 3 minutes from the interstate. 
Park your car in the parking lot and lock your belongings in the car. They will be safe. Bring only your keys and 
your government identification. Make your way to the security shack by the tower, pictured here: 

 
Going through security will be very much like the airport, including putting all of your possessions (books, 
jackets, shoes, pens) on the x-ray belt. As with the TSA folks, be compliant and attentive to the officers’ 
directions. Refer to them politely as “Officer.” Stay focused and quiet in the security bunker and avoid talking to 
your peers. If wearing a belt and pants, you will remove your belt and pull your pockets inside out: 



 
 
The security officer will indicate when you can step through the metal detector. Once the officer approves, you 
can tuck your pockets back in, gather your belongings, exchange your driver’s license for a visitor’s badge, and 
sign in.   
 

3. The first building you enter is the administrative building. There are bathrooms in the administrative building 
that you cross through on your way to the Education building – take the opportunity to use these restrooms. Once 
you get to the Education building, the restroom situation is a little awkward.  
 

4. The final step is to head across the prison yard and into the Education Building, where the students will be 
waiting and eager to study with you. You may always request a security officer to walk with you if you prefer.  


