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Assignments 
“What’s past is prologue” The Tempest 

Goals of English 1102: 
Written, Oral, Visual, Electronic, and Nonverbal (WOVEN) 

While our reading and discussion will center on 
Shakespeare & Law, this course also concerns 
communication skills and critical thinking. You will learn 
to formulate and defend your point of view via written 
essays, oral presentations, visual design, and through 
electronic and nonverbal communication.   

Data-Mining Shakespeare 

Written, Electronic, and Visual  

 

Artifact 1 

Justice Prezi 

Written, Oral, Visual, 
Electronic, Nonverbal  

Artifact 2 

Researched Essay  
Written, Visual / Research 

Artifact 3 
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Artifact 1: Data Mining Shakespeare 
 

Michael Witmore’s podcast will give 
you more insight to data mining 

Specifics 

Audience: Imagine your 
audience to be other 
educated, intellectually 
curious people who have 
read the texts you are 
analyzing. You do not need 
to summarize the plays.  

Submission: Arrange your 
four data mining visuals 
and accompanying analysis 
in a “Artifact 1: Data 
Mining” page in Mahara. 
Submit your data mining 
assignment by sending me 
the “secret URL” via T-
Square.   

Technology: Voyant is a 
free on-line software 

http://voyant-tools.org  
 

 

Using a data-mining software such as Voyant, create four 
different infographic representations of King Lear or The 
Tempest with 3-5 sentences of explanation and analysis for 
each infographic. If you have not yet read the play, your 
analysis can be speculative. The point is to gain a different 
perspective from the text than we typically do by traditional 
close reading. 

Data-mining software gives you the ability to step back from 
the “close” reading of texts and allow you to “distant read.” 
Distance reading reduces and abstracts the text, providing a 
different point of view. With fewer elements, you have a 
sharper sense of overall connectedness.  

Start with a word cloud or word clouds of the entire work of 
literature. What stands out? A word or phrase? A surprising 
emphasis? Use the initial infographics to start “mining” the 
text for more focused infographics.  

Then experiment with more of the tools as you trace an idea, 
a word, or a concept through the text. Include 3-5 sentences of 
explanation and analysis for each infographics. 

 

:  

 

Grading: This assignment is worth 10% of your overall grade 
and will be assessed on rhetorical awareness (do you address 
your chosen text emphasis completely, with unexpected 
insight?), stance (do you explore multiple implications of your 
findings or oversimplify them?), conventions (do you meet 
expectations for grammar, mechanics, style, and citation?), and 
organization (is your artifact organized to achieve maximum 
coherence and momentum?) 
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Artifact 2: Justice Prezi 
Design as a Visual Argument 

 

 Audience: Imagine your audience to be other 
educated, intellectually curious people  

Submission: You will present your image of Justice 
to the class and to me via a 5-minute presentation 
using Prezi. See WOVEN’s chapter 12 on oral 
presentations.    

Grading: This project is worth 20% of your overall 
grade. As with other projects, I will evaluate your 
work based on the Writing and Communication 
Program’s rubric. I’m particularly interested that 
you can describe and defend your choices for the 
analysis of Justice in the context of rhetorical 
arguments. Be sure to include a clear thesis 
statement in your presentation that addresses why 
you made your design choices. 

              

 
  

 

Important Points: 
 

5-minute oral presentation 
 
Choose any painting, statue, carving, 
drawing, or other public, visual 
representation of Justice 

 
Study it carefully: 
Does the image make an argument? 
What is its claim? 
What is its context 
(location, date) 
What emotions are evoked? 
Is the artist’s background relevant?  
What is the predominate visual focus? 
What colors are used, if any? 
Is there a call to action? 
If the image includes text, how does 
the text support or detract from the 
image? 
? 

Your Prezi should make use of 
zooming capabilities to call attention to 
visual details  

Limit text and highlight visuals  

Cite your images and research in a 
concluding slide  

 

 

Kaskey, Raymond. “Justice Delayed, Justice Denied.” 1996. Bronze sculpture. Alexandria, Virginia. 
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Artifact 3: Shakespeare Researched Essay  
Formulate and defend a point of view on one of Shakespeare’s plays. 

Outcomes 
• Analyze, evaluate, document, and draw inferences from academic sources 

• Use strategies to engage your audience 

• Identify, select, and analyze research methods, research questions, and evidence for a 
strong rhetorical situation 

• Integrate scholars’ ideas with your own 

• Use grammatical, stylistic, and mechanical formats and conventions  

• Produce	an	interesting,	warranted	multimodal	research	essay	

Specifics  
• 6-8 pages of text, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 point font, one-inch margins 

• Works Cited page, MLA style 

• At least two images that visually support/enhance the written argument  

• 8 sources required: 3 peer-reviewed journal articles / 2 sources: book chapters / 3 sources 
of your choice (can be visuals, interviews, podcasts, documentaries, or other scholarly 
sources) 

• The essay, parenthetical citations, and Works Cited page must adhere to MLA style.  

• Bibliography due printed on March 7 

• Bring a printed draft of at least 5 pages to class on March 14 for peer review 

Bibliography (WOVEN ch. 19-20) 
Submit a printed 8-source bibliography in class 
 
Draft (WOVEN ch. 15 and 18) 
Bring a printed copy of your rough draft to class for peer review (see WOVEN 402-404 for peer review guidelines) 
 
Revision (WOVEN ch. 21) 
Printed and stapled revision due at the start of class.  

Other Resources  
MLA in Owl Purdue, Communication Lab, GT Library website 
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Further Information  
Consider the plays and themes that we are discussing in English 1102, and begin with a research 
question:  for example, what does King Lear suggest about the nature of disguises? How are 
retribution and mercy connected to the themes of The Tempest? Trace a particular image through 
one of the plays (eyesight, mirrors, letters) and ask how the image functions to convey an important 
theme (or perhaps make it more ambiguous?). What is the historical context of imperialism in early 
Stuart England? What is the significance of some of the play’s minor characters? You can write on 
any topic that interests you, but please avoid biographical speculation about William Shakespeare. 
Academic writing should be grounded in research.  
 
Begin with a research question, gather feedback from your peers’ perspectives on it, propose a 
thesis, then start researching.   You must choose five to six scholarly sources to integrate into an 
organized and convincing essay. Find your sources via the GT library 
(http://www.library.gatech.edu). Review WOVEN text on choosing and integrating sources into 
your paper. 
 
Start with a strong introduction to engage your audience and make sure your paragraphs each fully 
develop a main point or claim. 

• Remember the “So What?” we discussed in class.  Remember your position can change as 

you learn more about your subject. 

• Vary your sources.  Thoroughly integrate your sources as evidence to support your 

assertions.  Beware of writing a single page that only cites one source. 

• Remember your audience.  What do your readers need to know about your topic?  What 

do they need to know to understand what you are trying to say?  How can you best 
convince them? 

• Include Counterevidence. 

• In-text citations are crucial:  without them, I will not grade the paper. 

Consider the Following: 

• Is it clear in every paragraph what is “me” and what is my source? Am I using 
quotation marks and tags clearly? 

• Am I citing everything that is from a source? 

• Are all the sources I cite in the Works Cited? 

• Am I backing claims with evidence? (Or logical fallacies?) 

• Are my claims warranted? 

• Have I included counter evidence? 

• Is my prose strong (sentence variety, strong verbs, limited prepositional phrases)? 
And mechanics… 

• Are my paragraphs unified (do they present and develop one main idea)? 

• Have I read the paper out loud to hear any awkward wording? 

• Do I avoid the second person “you”? 
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Daily Quizzes  
 

In addition to the three projects detailed in this document and the final portfolio, 
we will have a quiz at the beginning of the class on most days. The first quiz 
question will be full credit for writing a quote from the play or other assigned 
reading on the board. The quote should be something that evoked an intellectual 
or emotional response in you: surprise, curiosity, confusion, anger, frustration, 
disgust, sweetness, or even awe. Write your name next to the quote.  

 
Technology: To record your video, use an easily accessible technology: your (or 


